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0–5 YEARSEARLY READERS

Te Ngahere i te Rā
Kiri Lightfoot & Pippa Keel Situ
Allen & Unwin | $24.99

As the sun rises over the 
ngahere, which creatures come 
to life? This stunning picture 
book introduces Aotearoa’s 
daytime bush creatures, weaves 
in reo Māori greetings, and 
rewards every close look with 
rich, detailed illustrations hiding 
tūī and other taonga.

Tākapu the Lone Hunter
Ned Barraud
Allen & Unwin | $24.99

A gannet spots a feeding frenzy 
far below and dives. But danger 
lurks beneath the waves, and 
her hungry chick is waiting at 
home. A stunning, action-packed 
introduction to the natural world 
of tākapu. 

A Bigger Book
Hannah Sommerville
Bright Light | $27.99

Cora loves books — their smell, 
their stories, their worlds. But 
reading aloud is another story. 
A moving, empowering picture 
book about dyslexia, finding your 
own way, and never letting go of 
your love of stories. 

The Farmer’s Pyjamas
Ruth Paul
Walker Books | $26.99

The farmer has chores to 
finish, piglets to sing to sleep 
and a hard day’s work behind 
her. But now her favourite 
pyjamas are missing!  
A delightfully silly, irresistible 
read-aloud from an award-
winning creator. 

Keith Goes Glam
Elaine Bickell & Minky Stapleton
Scholastic | $21.99

Keith the Chihuahua is done 
with glittery bows and ridiculous 
outfits. When his revenge plot 
against teasing kitty sister 
Queenie spectacularly backfires, 
the feuding siblings end up 
hilariously stuck together.  
A rhyming romp about rivalry, 
pride and unexpected closeness. 

The Baby Sleeps
Lisa Dick & Laura Bee
Allen & Unwin | $24.99

Amid the city’s bustle, on an 
island in an ocean, on a blue 
and spinning planet, a baby 
sleeps. And when she wakes, 
only one thing matters. A tender, 
heartstring-tugging bedtime read 
that feels like an instant classic.

Dad needs a NEW BUM!
Dawn McMillan & Ross Kinnaird
Oratia Books | $21.00

In this hilarious whodunit, the 
latest addition to the hit New 
Bum! Series, someone is making 
terrible smells, and all the signs 
point to Dad. But is it really him 
to blame? 

The Rainbow in My Heart 
Jessica Urlichs & Rebekah Ballagh
Little Moa | $19.99

Sad, proud, angry, joyful — every 
feeling lives in your heart like a 
rainbow. Now available as a board 
book, this is a warm, rhyming 
picture book that helps little 
ones name and express their 
emotions, with notes for parents 
and caregivers at the back.

Kuwi the Kiwi Treasury
Kat Quin
Illustrated Publishing | $49.99

All five of Kuwi’s bestselling 
adventures together in 
one beautifully presented 
treasury — celebrating ten 
years of Aotearoa’s most 
beloved kiwi. Stunning, playful 
and perfectly cohesive, this is 
the ultimate Kuwi collection 
for young readers. 

Is This a Plum?
Dan & Finn Ojari
Penguin | $24.00

Is that a plum through the 
hole in the page? Turn over 
and — surprise! It’s something 
completely unexpected. A laugh-
out-loud, rhyming picture book 
full of visual tricks and clever 
cut-through pages.

Titiro Look
Gavin Bishop
Gecko Press | $29.99

Whānau and toys side by side: 
award-winning Gavin Bishop pairs 
familiar faces with playful objects 
to build vocabulary in both te reo 
Māori and English. A beautifully 
imaginative bilingual board book 
for little ones and their adults to 
explore together.

Cass and the Beast
Claire Mabey & Jill Calder
Gecko Press | $29.99

When a fearful beast arrives 
in the township, Cass 
chooses courage over fear 
— and is swept into a wild, 
magical journey through 
untamed wilderness.  
A sweeping, atmospheric 
picture book that feels as 
ancient as a folktale and as 
fierce as its heroine.

Te Poti rō Pōtae
Dr Seuss & Ngamaru Raerino
HarperCollins | $14.99

When Sally and her brother are 
stuck inside on a dull day, the Cat 
in the Hat steps in, and mayhem 
follows. Dr. Seuss’s most beloved 
classic is now available in te reo 
Māori, translated by Ngamaru 
Raerino, making this wonderfully 
anarchic story accessible and 
joyful for a whole new generation 
of readers.

Hairy Maclary and Friends: 
A Big Box of Little Books
Lynley Dodd
Penguin | $35.00

Nine mini board books, one 
beautiful gift collection! Join 
Hairy Maclary and his gang — six 
dogs, two cats and a duckling — 
for bouncy, joyful stories full of 
Lynley Dodd’s signature wit. The 
back covers even come together 
to form a delightful puzzle.

Te Anuhe Tino Hiakai
Eric Carle
Huia Publishers | $20.00

The beloved The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar is now available in  
te reo Māori board book 
form, with the same gorgeous 
illustrations, die-cut pages and 
quirky charm readers love. 

There Were Ten in the Bed
Carla Martell
Walker Books | $18.99

Roll over, roll over! Sing and count 
along with this bright, colourful 
new take on a nursery rhyme 
favourite. Irresistibly fun and 
perfect for little ones learning to 
count from ten all the way down 
to one.

The House That  
Walked Away
Simon Howe
Little Hare | $27.99

Restless and searching, 
a house sets off to find 
where it truly belongs. But 
everything changes when 
a curious family decides 
to follow. A simple, surreal 
and stunning story about 
belonging, love and the 
people who make a home.

No, No, No
Noemi Vola
Tra Publishing | $42.99

Spider can’t stop thinking 
about Frog, even though she’s 
rude and always says NO. Big 
NOs, mysterious NOs, repeated 
NOs. But when a storm sweeps 
everything away, Spider discovers 
what a YES can mean. A quietly 
powerful story about friendship 
and possibility.

Toitū / Hīkoi:  
A Māori Alphabet Book for Little 
(and Not-so-Little) Activists
Pania Tahau-Hodges & Josie Selkirk
Huia Publishers | $29.00 each

Inspired by the hīkoi in response 
to the Treaty Principles Bill, this 
powerful picture book follows 
a koro and his moko as they 
march to Parliament. It is a story 
of resilience, resistance and 
the enduring determination to 
protect te reo, whenua and the 
right to live as Māori. 

Available in te reo Māori and English
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HERO-ING DISABILITIES Out of the Box
Trish Harris
Otago University Press | $45.00

Twenty-five Deaf and disabled 
New Zealanders — artists, 
activists and adventurers — share 
how they broke the box and 
claimed their space. Inspiring, 
eye-opening and essential 
reading for anyone ready to 
challenge assumptions.

AUDIO
BOOKS
through local bookshops!

Check out our audiobook picks
for kids at www.libro.fm/kids

The Hunt for the Whistle:  
A Cleft Adventure
Huia Publishers & Scott Pearson
Huia Publishers | $22.00 each

When Coach’s whistle goes 
missing, Ollie and new friend 
Āria lead the search. But getting 
the team to listen to Ollie, 
who has a cleft, takes some 
encouragement. A warm mystery 
about teamwork, friendship and 
the importance of truly hearing 
each other.

Available in te reo Māori and English

Dragonfall:
The Fate of Dragons
The Destiny of Dragons
Sarina Clark & Alba Gil Celdrán
Little Moa | $21.99 each

Once united, the dragon tribes 
of Ataraxia are now divided and 
fearful, until newly hatched Astra 
proves that anything is possible 
together. But freedom is fragile, 
and as old enemies plot in the 
shadows, the dragons must 
learn that true unity is worth 
fighting for.

DYSLEXIA-FRIENDLY FONT

Charlie Tangaroa  
and the God of War
T K Roxborogh
Huia Publishers | $25.00

A year after saving Tolaga Bay 
from gods and sea creatures, 
Charlie is ready for a quiet 
summer. But when a scientist is 
stabbed at the local campground 
days before a crucial iwi–
government meeting, Charlie 
is drawn into a dangerous new 
mystery in the hills above town.

Stepping Up
David Hill
Penguin | $22.00

One split-second decision on 
a mountain slope. One massive 
boulder. Fourteen-year-old Ben 
wakes up with his lower leg gone 
and his life changed forever. In 
the painful weeks that follow, 
one goal keeps him going: he 
will finish the climb he started. 
A powerful, fast-paced novel 
about limb loss, resilience and 
becoming excited about the 
future again.

LEARN & EXPLORE ALL AGES

Welcome to Friendship!
Yumi Stynes, Melissa Kang & 
Jenny Latham
Hardie Grant | $27.99

Making friends, keeping them, 
and knowing what to do when 
things get complicated. This 
warm, funny, no-nonsense guide 
has everything tweens and teens 
need to navigate friendship. 

Hooked:  
Learning to Fish
Al Brown &  
Hope McConnell
Allen & Unwin | $35.00

Whether you’re fishing for sprats off a wharf, casting 
from a kayak or walking a stream with a fly rod, this 
ultimate guide has everything you need. Learn to tie 
knots, bait hooks, cast lures, fillet your catch — and 
cook it too, with ten of Al Brown’s most-loved recipes.

Roarrr!
Donovan Bixley
Little Moa | $24.99

Monstrous flyers, heavyweight 
parrots, armoured dinosaurs 
and sharp-toothed divers — dig 
up the astounding prehistoric 
creatures that once called 
Aotearoa home in this fact-
packed, beautifully illustrated 
adventure through deep time.

The Boring Drawing Book
Erica Harrison
Messy Press | $27.99

Think you’re bored? Try adding 
every grain of rice to a bowl 
or tying a caterpillar’s many 
shoelaces. This hilariously clever 
drawing, doodling and colouring 
book tackles boredom head-on, 
turning simple, mundane tasks 
into hours of creative fun.

My Amazing Travel Journal
Paige Towler & Annika Brandow
Lonely Planet | $24.99

Journal prompts, games, doodles 
and scrapbook pages — this 
all-in-one travel companion helps 
kids capture every adventure, 
whether they’re crossing 
continents or exploring closer to 
home. The perfect keepsake for 
curious adventurers.

Big Bang Bread
Lily Uivel
Penguin | $21.00

Blast off through time and space 
— from the Big Bang to Ancient 
Egypt — to discover the science 
and history behind a humble loaf 
of bread. A cosmic adventure 
cookbook that makes baking 
genuinely mind-blowing for 
curious kids.

Let’s Go: Rock Collecting 
Let’s Go: Stargazing
Laura Baker
Lonely Planet | $22.99 each

The perfect pair of field guides 
for curious young minds: one 
for the world beneath your feet, 
one for the universe above. 
Discover rocks, learn to identify 
your own specimens, navigate 
constellations and explore the 
Solar System. Practical, portable 
and ready for adventure. 

Horses & Us
Johanna Emeney
Massey University Press | $37.00

Twenty-three true stories 
from across Aotearoa 
celebrating the incredible 
bond between humans and 
horses — with stunning 
illustrations, poems and 
photographs. Moving, warm-
hearted and perfect for every 
horse lover.





GRAPHIC NOVELS

5–9 YEARS

The Terrible Trio #3: The 
Mystery of the Lost Cape
Swapna Haddow &  
Minky Stapleton
Scholastic | $18.99

When Barry finds a magical cape, 
he discovers the thrill of being 
a secret flying hero. But when 
the cape’s rightful owner comes 
looking, a tug-of-war leaves the 
Terrible Trio with a big problem 
— and an important lesson about 
what makes a true superhero.

Detective Beans &  
The Map of Mystery
Li Chen
Penguin | $22.00

Everyone’s favourite kitten 
detective is back! When Captain 
Scuttlebeard hands Beans a 
treasure map, the hunt leads him 
on an unexpected adventure 
across Cat Town. With loyal 
sidekick Biscuits by his side, 
can Beans find the prize and still 
make it home to tidy his room?

Super Unicorn Princess #2: 
Toxic Takeover
Mike Hartigan
Simon & Schuster | $21.99

SuperUnicornPrincess has always 
kept Horizon City safe — but with 
Leona Linus desperate to win 
Evil Tween Scientist of the Year, 
vengeful vegetables, a dragon 
shapeshifter and an invading 
alien all causing chaos, S.U.P. 
might need some unexpected 
help. Funny, action-packed and 
gloriously over the top.

Miles & Jones
Sam Smith & César Lador
Little Moa | $14.99 each

When evil ultravillain Glam-Evil curses their favourite park, best 
friends Shackleton and Amelia refuse to take it lying down. 
Across three action-packed adventures, the gang battles 
angry anacondas, belligerent blobs, carnivorous cactuses and 
other increasingly unhinged curses — all while trying to make it 
back in time for their very first sleepover.

Billie B Brown’s  
Secret Mystery Club:
Spooky House
Sally Rippin & Aki Fukuoka
Hardie Grant | $19.99

Billie B Brown has started 
a Secret Mystery Club — 
and their first case is the 
spooky house at the end 
of the street. But when 
Billie discovers a witch lives 
there, nobody believes her. 
Can she convince them 
she’s telling the truth while 
keeping the club together? 

Kupe and the Great  
Octopus of Muturangi
Mat Tait
Allen & Unwin | $29.99

When a fearsome wheke devours 
all the fish of Hawaiki, Kupe gives 
chase across Te Moana-nui-a-
Kiwa in an epic pursuit that leads 
to the discovery of Aotearoa.  
A stunning retelling of one of our 
greatest pūrākau, brought to life 
with bold, beautiful illustration.

Available in te reo Māori and English

JUNIOR READERS

Duck: 
Look Who’s Talking!
Matt Stanton
ABC Books | $19.99

Duck, Mouse and Dog have 
opinions about the fancy 
new coffee shop in town — 
and they’re not happy. From 
the hilarious world of Funny 
Kid comes a brand-new 
series about the animals on 
your street, and everything 
they think about us.

Astromancer 3: Ariā and 
the Monster Island
Witi Ihimaera-Smiler &  
Isobel Joy Te Aho-White
Penguin | $25.00

The Astromancer’s tribe is 
under threat. With a plague of 
rats approaching and Ruatapu 
the Ravenous closing in, a 
perilous time-travel journey to 
Hawaiki turns deadly. A thrilling, 
large-scale illustrated adventure 
steeped in Māori and Polynesian 
legend — the epic conclusion to 
the award-winning trilogy.

Also available in te reo Māori

The Stella & Marigold Series
Annie Barrows & Sophie Blackall
Chronicle Books | $29.99 each

Seven-year-old Stella ponders 
big questions. Four-year-old 
Marigold tells imaginative stories 
her mother calls fibs. Together, 
even the most ordinary days 
have a secret side — from snow 
monkeys to dream lions to 
making new friends. A funny, 
vibrant early chapter book series 
perfect for fans of Ivy and Bean.

Frances Bloom #2:  
Dangerous Days
Katrina Nannestad &  
Marina Zlatanova
ABC Books | $19.99

Frances Bloom has a bear for 
a grandparent, a pirate for a 
teacher and happiness to spare. 
But mean cats are skulking 
around the village, a bush in her 
garden has started talking, and 
someone keeps following her. 
Can Frances solve the mystery 
before disaster strikes?

Mega Rich Guinea Pigs
Kate and Jol Temple
HarperCollins | $19.99

When the world’s richest man 
explodes in a rocket accident, 
he leaves his entire fortune 
to four pet guinea pigs — and 
one capybara who thinks he’s 
a guinea pig. His furious family 
will stop at nothing to claw back 
the cash. Chaos, heists and 
extremely rich rodents await.

Mega Rich Guinea Pigs #2: 
Witless Protection
Kate and Jol Temple
HarperCollins | $19.99

The mega rich guinea pigs are 
back, and in serious trouble. 
A threatening letter from a 
mysterious villain lands Lunk, 
Hot Head, G-Chip and Big Pig in 
the Witless Protection Program. 
But have they walked straight 
into a trap? ButtPay won’t save 
them now.

Detective Stanley &  
The Green Thumbed Thief
Hannah Tunniclife &  
Erica Harrison
Flying Eye Books | $18.99

Someone is stealing rare and 
priceless plants from Narlybone 
Gardens — and Detective Stanley 
is on the case! Join Stanley and 
his pal Parker Pine in a mystery 
curlier than a vine, full of twisty 
secrets and botanical brilliance.



MIDDLE READERS 9–12 YEARS

Viola Vincent Reporting: 
Troubled Water 
Anna Kenna
Tiromoana Publishing | $29.00

A tropical cyclone, a polluted 
river and a community divided 
— Caitlin’s summer holiday is 
anything but ordinary. When 
her story about the river stirs 
up fierce local feelings, she 
discovers that some storms run 
much deeper than the weather.

Slinger Series #2:
Royalslinger
Graci Kim
Penguin | $24.00

Fifteen-year-old Aria must 
recover a powerful stolen relic, 
taken by her own mother, 
to prove herself at the Royal 
League of Dreamslingers. 
But a devastating loss forces 
impossible choices. Set in a 
Seoul of dragons, phoenixes and 
living dreams, this is the thrilling 
conclusion to the Slinger duology.

Marlon Foundling  
and The Circus of  
Lost Children
James Russell
Dragon Brothers Books | $24.00

When an earthquake 
destroys his orphanage, 
fourteen-year-old Marlon 
is rescued by the Circus 
of Lost Children — a haven 
for society’s forgotten kids. 
But a mysterious hex and 
a vengeful rival ringmaster 
threaten to destroy it forever. 
Can Marlon find the courage 
to save his new family?

Lightfall #4:  
A Place Between
Tim Probert
HarperCollins | $26.99

Bea, Cad and their friends 
continue their quest to restore 
light on their dark world. 
Separated by a shipwreck, they 
find themselves drawn into a 
liminal realm between the living 
and the dead. Ancient spirits 
question whether their world 
can be saved, and a shocking 
discovery threatens to rewrite 
everything.

The Seriously Epic  
Holiday of Lottie Brooks
Katie Kirby
Penguin | $21.00

Lottie Brooks is hitting the slopes 
— one tiny problem: she’s never 
skied before and doesn’t know 
her piste from her poles. With 
best friends, fondue and the 
banana of destiny awaiting, the 
latest instalment in the number 
one bestselling series is pure 
downhill chaos.

Ana & Frog Search for 
Minty the Missing Horse
Shelley Burne-Field & 
Story Hemi-Morehouse
Allen & Unwin | $19.99

When Whaea McCready’s 
beloved horse Minty goes 
missing, best-friend cousins 
Ana and Frog launch their 
own investigation. Armed with 
determination and small-town 
local knowledge, the junior 
detectives follow every clue — 
but can they crack the mystery 
and bring Minty home? A funny, 
warm mystery adventure.

The Grey Beret’s Guide to 
Surviving the Odds
Anna Battese & Erin Reeves
Simon & Schuster | $26.99

Odie Gusberry-Smith doesn’t like 
surprises — so a cruise holiday 
feels like a disaster waiting to 
happen. When calamity strikes, 
she’ll need every trick in her 
mysterious new guidebook 
to keep her danger-prone 
group safe. A warm, charming 
adventure for worriers great  
and small.

Dawn Raid: The Apology
Pauline (Vaeluaga) Smith & 
Brooklyn Taylor
Scholastic | $20.99

When COVID-19 lockdown brings 
Jeremy to his grandparents’ 
farm, his grandmother’s stories 
of 1970s activism and the 
Polynesian Panthers ignite 
something in him. Fifty years 
after the dawn raids, Jeremy 
discovers how much words and 
actions matter — and that some 
generations are still waiting to 
be heard.

Cleopatra: The Girl Who 
Would Be King
Jackie French
HarperCollins | $19.99

Before she was the most famous 
pharaoh in history, Cleopatra 
was a twelve-year-old fighting 
to reclaim her throne. Fleeing 
to Rome with her father after a 
palace coup, she must raise an 
army, forge alliances and survive 
— featuring daring escapes, 
pirates and crocodiles.

Awatea’s Treasure 
Awatea and the Kawa Gang 
Awatea’s Secret
Fraser Smith
Huia Publishers | $25.00 each

Awatea loves holidays. Haunted houses, hidden tree 
huts, talking parrots, poachers and wartime mysteries 
included. Across three warm, adventurous stories set in 
the New Zealand countryside and on the coast, Awatea 
and his family and friends prove that the best holidays 
are full of unexpected discoveries.

Perfect for readers up 
to 14 years old

Oceanforged 3:  
The Sinking Ruins
Amelia Mellor
Affirm Kids | $19.99

Two pieces of the legendary 
Oceanforged Armour found. One 
to go. But with the Prime Council 
closing in and a cruel island ruler 
who forbids all magic except his 
own, Cori’s quest has never been 
more dangerous — and following 
rules has never been her strong 
point.

Violet & The Velvets #3: 
The Case of the Viral Video
Rachael King & Phoebe Morris
Allen & Unwin | $18.99

Violet and the Velvets have made 
it to the BandChamps finals — 
with a recording studio session 
and music video shoot ahead. 
But fierce new rivals the Starling 
Sisters are circling. Can the band 
hold together without losing what 
makes them special?

WHAT’S YOUR  
FAVOURITE BOOK?
TELL US & YOU COULD WIN $200!

ENTRIES CLOSE 31 AUGUST 2026
TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY

Scan me 

to enter Ask your parent or guardian for help!

To celebrate Children’s Book Week (15–21 August) 
we want to know what your favourite book is and 

why you love it. Tell us using the QR code below and 
you could win one of five $200 Book Token prizes, 
perfect for stocking up on your next reads at your 

local indie bookshop.

WWW.BOOKHUB.CO.NZ



YOUNG ADULT READERS 12+ YEARS

Heartstopper: Volume 6
Alice Oseman
Hachette | $27.99

Everyone knows Nick and Charlie 
are forever. But as Charlie focuses 
on becoming head boy and Nick 
prepares for university, both quietly 
wonder who they are without  
each other. 

The final instalment in the bestselling 
series is an honest celebration of 
queer love and identity. 

Young World
Soman Chainani
Simon & Schuster | $34.99

When seventeen-year-old Benton 
Young dares the world to elect 
him US President — and it actually 
works — teenagers soon lead eight 
powerful nations. But when a leader 
is murdered, Benton becomes the 
prime suspect. A genre-busting 
thriller about power and betrayal.

The Gilded Blade
Jennifer Lynn Barnes
Penguin | $32.00

All games must come to an end.  
In the series-shattering finale, every 
player has everything to win — and 
everything to lose. Long-held secrets 
unravel, impossible mysteries are 
solved and the truth behind it all 
is finally revealed. Jennifer Lynn 
Barnes’s most masterful puzzle yet. 

Thornbird
E. Kennedy
Electric Monkey | $24.99

Ten years after her father — infamous serial killer 
Gabriel Thorn — was caught, Ryan Shipley returns to 
Starling with one goal: stay hidden. But old secrets 
refuse to stay buried. In a town full of mysteries, Ryan 
is the biggest one of all.

What If You Could
Jacinda Ardern
Penguin | $30.00

When Jacinda Ardern became one of 
the world’s youngest leaders, many 
doubted her — including herself. But 
the qualities she feared would hold 
her back — empathy, overthinking, 
kindness — proved to be her 
greatest strengths. An inspiring guide 
for teens on embracing who you are.

The Between-Worlds B&B
Amy Mae Baxter
Harper Fire | $22.99

Bored and adrift the summer before 
graduation, Margo checks into a 
charming B&B with a handsome 
receptionist, a grand library and 
suspiciously perfect breakfasts. 
She soon suspects the guests — 
including a possible fairy princess — 
are magical. So why is she there too?

Shadow Reaper
Lynette Noni
Penguin | $32.00

Trained to hunt reapers, Viridia 
Solace makes a dangerous bargain 
with Reeve Ashton, the Reaper 
Priest’s most loyal follower, to avenge 
her parents’ murder. As they journey 
into the blackmist forest hunting 
an ancient legend, Viri must decide 
whether to trust a criminal—or her 
own heart.

2026

Find our finalists in bookstores  
or use the QR code to shop the 

shortlist with BookHub

Not a Babe
Sarah Johnson
One Tree House | $30.00

Jerri keeps her head down in her 
surf-crazy town, happy to ride waves 
unnoticed with her best friend Frida. 
But when a group of boys dare her to 
surf a break “too hard for girls,” Jerri 
accepts — and discovers surfers’ 
lives are now at stake.

A Flame in the Dark
Maria Gill
One Tree House | $29.99

Trained as a secret agent and 
parachuted behind enemy lines, 
Nancy Wake became one of the 
most effective leaders of the French 
Resistance. Known as the White 
Mouse for evading the Gestapo, her 
story is one of extraordinary bravery, 
daring and survival.



Cover & Internal Illustrations 
By Isobel Joy Te Aho-White, the official 
artist of Aotearoa NZ Children’s Book Week. 

Activity Page
English text and illustration by Kat Quin 
with te reo Māori translation by Pānia 
Papa, originally published in He Puka 
Ngohe Activity Book: Te Kaupae 1 Beginner 
(Illustrated Publishing).

Disclaimer
All the books in the NZ Children’s Book 
Week: Official Reading Guide are available 
now or will be published before September 
2026. Price and publication information are 
correct at time of print. Some bookshops 
may not be able to hold stock of every 
book in the guide and publication dates are 
subject to change. Speak to your bookseller 
about special orders. 

FROM 15–21 AUGUST, 
AOTEAROA  
CELEBRATES  
ITS VERY FIRST 
CHILDREN’S 
BOOK WEEK!

Actvities, colouring, competitions and books galore!

WHAT WILL I FIND INSIDE?

TERMS & CONDITIONS Valid Monday 13th July - Monday 31st August 2026. Save $10 when you spend $30 or more on Craft, 
Party, or Sew in one transaction. Coupon must be presented to receive discount. Coupon is single use – only one coupon 
can be used per customer during the sales promotion period. VIP Card must be presented instore, or checkout online as 
a VIP to activate your discount. Excludes items marked ‘Hot Buys’, Clearance, Gift Card purchases, Service Fees, Made to 
Measure, Inflation Station, Cutback Services, existing lay-by payments and delivery fees. Not in conjunction with any other 
voucher, coupon, Bargain Guarantee, or team member discount.

This year’s theme is Reading Around Aotearoa, 
and we’re inviting parents, teachers, caregivers and 
whānau to make reading a special part of everyday 
life with the tamariki they love.
 
Read NZ Te Pou Muramura has teamed up with 
bookish groups, sponsors and friends across the 
motu to bring you events and resources to celebrate 
— and this guide is part of that! Inside, you’ll find 
great book recommendations to help you find your 
next favourite read, wherever your reading adventures 
take you.
 

To quote Joy Cowley: 

“It’s not simply about children learning 
to read — it’s about children learning 
to love reading.”
 

Reading out loud to the children in your life could be 
your superpower. It has proven educational, wellbeing 
and developmental benefits — and you can start 
even before birth! We know time can be a barrier, 
so lean on your village, and remember: reading can 
happen anywhere, in any way. It only takes 5 minutes 
a day to build a lifelong reading habit, and your local 
bookseller will have some great recommendations to 
get you started.
 
If you’re looking for a sign to go hard on reading,  
NZ Children’s Book Week is it!
 
To learn more, visit read-nz.org.
 
Juliet: Reading’s Biggest Fan 
(aka CEO at Read NZ Te Pou Muramura)


